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Designs worthy of golden accolades
ALWAYS striving to connect with 
the community wherever it sets its 
footprints is essentially what  
separates S P Setia Bhd from its 
peers.

A developer that prides itself on 
creating homes and communities 
surrounded by ecological features 
and sustainable living environ-
ments to enrich the lives of its 
dwellers instead of just shops and 
houses, it is no wonder then that 
accolades continue to pour in for  
S P Setia.  

This time at the FIABCI World 
Prix d’Excellence Awards 2018,  
S P Setia has garnered a record- 
breaking three FIABCI World Gold 
awards, namely in the Affordable 
Housing Category for its Seri 
Kasturi Apartment project in Setia 
Alam; Master Plan Category for  
its Setia Eco Glades project in 
Cyberjaya; and Sustainable 
Development Category for its Eco 
Sanctuary project in Singapore.

S P Setia has created a record in 
the 25-year history of the FIABCI 
World Prix d’Excellence where it  
garnered three FIABCI World Gold 
Awards in the same year.

Describing the win as a mile-
stone for S P Setia, its president 
and chief executive officer Dato 
Khor Chap Jen said: 

“We are extremely proud to 
showcase the Setia brand to the 
world, and we dedicate this win to 
our 2,300-strong Team Setia who 
are our biggest asset.”

Its haul at this year’s awards in 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates, 
which brings to tally a record- 
breaking 10 FIABCI World Prix 
d’Excellence awards for the Group, 
in addition to it being a 10-time 
winner of the FIABCI Malaysia 
Property Awards, would further 
boost S P Setia’s position as a  
reputable world-class developer,” 
Khor said.

“S P Setia has always been a 
trailblazer in the property industry 
in Malaysia. 

“We are the country’s leading 
listed real estate player with a  
portfolio that encompasses town-
ships, eco-sanctuaries, luxury 
enclaves, high-rise residences,  
commercial and retail as well as 
integrated-mixed and transit- 
oriented developments.

“This historic win is testament to 
our impeccable reputation and will 
further cement our stronghold in 
the property industry in Malaysia, 
also leading to more recognition in 
the international market,” said 
Khor.  

Elaborating on the award- 
winning projects, Khor said like all 

projects by S P Setia, each had 
unique features and unique selling 
points catering to the needs of  
discerning buyers.

The Seri Kasturi Apartment, he 
said, was proof that S P Setia could 
deliver high-quality homes with 
modern facilities and conveniences 
despite its affordable price.

Comprising of four blocks of 
medium-cost apartments, the  
project comes with numerous  
facilities including a clubhouse 
cum community centre, Olympic-
length swimming pool, badminton 
court and futsal court, to name a 
few.

Its location is also unparalleled 
with a neighbourhood mall, com-
mercial and retail centres as well 
as educational institutions all locat-
ed nearby.

“When Seri Kasturi Apartment 
was conceptualised, we challenged 
ourselves to revolutionise the 
implementation of affordable  
housing in a way that was respect-
ful of its occupants’ aspirations.

“Hence, we complemented our 
quality homes with condominium- 
level facilities in an impressive  
setting, paving a better public  
perception of affordable housing,” 
he said.

Meanwhile, the RM3bil Setia Eco 
Glades, a certified Green Township 
set amidst an abundance of flora 
and fauna next to the Cyberjaya 
Lake Gardens, is a showcase of  
S P Setia’s ability in creating  
masterpieces to call home.

“Combining residential luxury 
with eco-consciousness is in fact, 
our unique expertise,” said Khor, 
adding that the project is a collec-
tion of eight island, each set against 
individual themed gardens and 
unique fountains, and comprises of 
linked-villas, semi-detached homes, 
bungalows and low-rise island villa 
suites.

Setia Eco Glades township gradu-
ally becomes an international com-
munity melting pot which expand-
ing the networking and currently 
having high occupancy rate from 
more than 16 different countries 
all over the world.

A dedicated interchange  
ensures that Setia Eco Glades is 
connected to major highways 
including Maju Expressway 
Highway (MEX), North South 
Central Link (Elite), Lebuhraya 
Damansara Puchong Highway 
(LDP) and South Klang Valley 
Expressway (SKVE) which makes 
travelling more convenient and 

easily accessible to all residents. In 
addition, there are two MRT sta-
tions which are just 8km from the 
township.

Located off Upper Bukit Timah 
Road in Singapore and spanning 
1.7 hectares of land, Khor said  
Eco Sanctuary is a high-rise  
residential development inspired 
by nature with its designs  
emulating the ecology of its lush 
surroundings. 

“Designed to be an icon,  
Eco Sanctuary takes its cue from  
the natural surroundings of  
Bukit Timah Nature Reserve  
and the Central Catchment of 
Singapore.

“Elements of nature are visible 
throughout the development what 
with its hexagonal-shaped façade, 
chrysalis-emulated Island Club and 
even the distinctive Belvedere 
viewing deck,” he said.

Explaining how S P Setia is 
deserving of the World Gold Award 
in Sustainable Development, Khor 
related that the project had kicked 
off with an in-depth biodiversity 
study of the site and its surround-
ings. 

“This was the first step towards 
planning, not just with the inten-
tion to curtail the impact of the 
development on biodiversity but  
to strengthen and enhance it.

“A team of consultants and  
specialists were engaged to  
conduct the study and provide  
conservation advice while the 
landscape design of the site  
encourages the enhancement of 
biodiversity by creating a suitable 
natural environment for the flora 
and fauna species in the vicinity,” 
Khor said.

The development, he said, also 
took into account the existing  
land profile and through careful 
planning, minimising the  
displacement of existing levels.

“Advanced construction methods 
including precast construction for 
the superstructure and advanced 
system formwork allowed us to 
build efficiently and safely with 
minimal wastage.

“As a result, Eco Sanctuary was 
able to meet the stringent require-
ments of sustainable construction 
in Singapore and was accorded the 
BCA Green Mark Platinum Award,” 
Khor added.

Besides an extensive presence  
in the three key economic regions 
of Malaysia, which are Klang 
Valley, Johor and Penang, as  
well as having projects in Kota 
Kinabalu, Sabah, Khor said S P 
Setia was also developing residen-
tial and mixed used development 
in Australia.

“We are also part of the 
Malaysian Consortium involved  
in the rejuvenation of the iconic 
Battersea Power Station in the 
United Kingdom,” he said, adding 
that S P Setia was at the same time 
present in Vietnam and China 
apart from Singapore.

“And, while we continue to  
focus on the mid-range property 
launches in the local market, we 
are also open to new ventures as 
we work towards our ‘18-by-21’ 
goal which is to achieve RM18bil in 
market capitalisation by the year 
2021,” Khor revealed of the Group’s 
plans for further expansion 
beyond Malaysian shores. 

To find out more, log on to www.
spsetia.com.

an aerial view of setia eco Glades - a sustainable development comprises of eight design concepts on eight islands with fountains located throughout.

Residents at eco sanctuary get to enjoy the panoramic view of the largest 
nature reserve in city-state, singapore’s Central Catchment nature Reserve.

a view of the Olympic-length swimming pool at seri Kasturi apartment.
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Hanoi’s remarkable transformation 
One of the most polluted areas in Vietnam’s capital was turned into thriving green lung

GAMUDA Land's expansion to 
Vietnam has paid off handsomely.

The Yen So Sewage Treatment 
Plant and Yen So Park at its maiden 
township development of Gamuda 
City in Hanoi, has clinched the 
World Gold Award in the 
Environmental (Rehabilitation/
Conservation) Category of the 
FIABCI World Prix d' Excellence 
Awards 2018.

Noting that this was the first gold 
award from the International Real 
Estate Federation (FIABCI) for 
Gamuda Bhd's property arm, 
Gamuda Land chief executive 
officer Ngan Chee Meng said the 
environmental rehabilitation of the 
Yen So Park and Yen So Lakes 
remained a remarkable turna-
round story depicting the transfor-
mation of one of Hanoi's most pol-
luted and inhospitable areas into a 
thriving green lung. 

“What was once a shunned 
wasteland of untreated sewage and 
physical rubbish in the south of 
Hanoi is now a picturesque park-
land of scenic lakes, lush greenery, 
abundant flora and fauna. 

“When we first came here in 
2007, the absence of a proper sew-
age system in Hanoi had resulted 
in contamination of its waterways 
and lakes, which created growing 
concern for public health and the 
need for better water management 
practices. 

“Backed by our credible experi-
ence and expertise in drainage and 
wastewater treatment projects, a 
proposal was made to the Hanoi 
government to build Yen So 
Sewage Treatment Plant as well as 
to rejuvenate Yen So Park, in 
exchange for land development 
rights,” Ngan explained. 

According to Ngan, construction 
of the 10ha sewage treatment plant 
had commenced two years later. 

“The main sewage treatment 
plant, with full testing and commis-
sioning, was completed on sched-
ule in 2012. The entire project was 
completed and transferred to the 
Vietnamese authorities a year after 
that.

“Today, the plant manages and 
treats up to 40% of Hanoi's waste-
water discharge each day. This is 
equivalent to 200,000 m3 daily, 
well meeting the sewage require-
ments of South and Eastern 
Hanoi,” he said, adding that efflu-
ent from the plant fully meets the 
environmental standards of the 
Vietnamese Government. 

At the same time, Gamuda 
Land's mindful planning and reju-
venation of Yen So Park saw to it 

that Hanoi's biggest park and larg-
est urban green lung would be 
restored to its natural beauty.

“By working with what nature 
provided, trees around the land 
earmarked for the development of 
Gamuda City were transplanted to 
the park to further enhance the 
lush green environment in the 
town.

“Existing water bodies were also 
cleaned and refined to become 
lakes to be enjoyed by the commu-
nity,” said Gamuda Land chief 
architect Eddie Chan.

Featuring a landscaped park 
with five picturesque lakes, the 
102ha park has become a popular 
destination for school excursions, 
weekend picnics, family outings 
and location for special events.

“It is a place where the commu-
nity can enjoy nature at its best.

“What is most heart-warming for 
us is to see is the thousands of 
Hanoians enjoying the park facili-
ties, which is a common sight on 
any given weekend. 

“When we listen to the land in 
this way, it allows us to create a 
place where biodiversity thrives 
and our community can grow up 
and grow old in, for generations to 
come,” said Chan.

Adding that the rehabilitation of 
Yen So Park and Yen So Lakes was 
not just a development per se but a 
transformation of the environ-
ment, lifestyle and how people 
lived, Chan added:

“Gamuda Land's rehabilitation 
efforts have also delivered 
immense socio-economic benefits 
for South Hanoi.

“Chronic wastewater and sewage 
issues are now effectively 
addressed and various health haz-
ards have been eliminated for the 
surrounding community. 

“The rejuvenation of Yen So Park 
has also resulted in a conducive 
environment for further develop-
ments and investments to pour 
into the area, allowing South Hanoi 
to reposition itself and match up to 
North Hanoi, which has historically 
been better-favoured as the loca-
tion for development and dwell-
ings,” Chan added.

Once the rivers, waters and park 
were cleaned up, Gamuda Land 
was given the rights to develop 
Gamuda City. 

“Gamuda City spans 172ha and 
is divided into three precincts, 
namely, Gamuda Gardens, Gamuda 
Lakes and Gamuda City Central.

“The first precinct being devel-
oped is Gamuda Gardens, which 
comprises of high-rise develop-

ments and low-density garden 
homes built around refreshing 
green parks and lush landscaping. 

“Ensuring that all the right plac-
es are there to make the township 
work, Gamuda City Central is set 
around the waterfront promenade 
and boasts of a vibrant festival vil-
lage called LePARC, Grade A offices 
and business centres as well as 
food and beverage outlets, enter-

tainment attractions and an 
upcoming shopping mall,” Ngan 
said excitedly.

On winning the World Gold 
Award in the Environmental 
(Rehabilitation/Conservation) 
Category, Ngan said as a “town 
maker” Gamuda Land endeav-
oured to create places for people to 
call home.

“To receive this award is a big 

testament to our town-making 
principles, one of it being 'listening 
to what the land has to tell us' and 
'working with nature'.

“It is only when we work closely 
with nature to restore and rejuve-
nate the land that we are able to 
create a better place for the com-
munity to call home,” Ngan said. 

Log on to www.gamudaland.
com.my for more details.

Inside the yen so sewage Treatment Plant built by Gamuda Land. The plant manages and treats up to 40% of Hanoi’s 
wastewater discharge daily.

yen so Park before its rehabilitation by Gamuda Land.

yen so Park after its rehabilitation.
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WHILE others revel in acclama-
tions for their development 
schemes, few can actually take 
pride in having an award-winning 
project that is set against the 
world's single largest pure quartz 
dike.

Mitraland Group's 16 Quartz, 
Melawati, with the breathtaking 
and scenic Klang Gates Quartz 
Ridge as backdrop, has emerged as 
the World Gold Winner in the 
Residential (Low Rise) Category of 
this year's FIABCI World Prix d' 
Excellence Awards.

Describing the award as a huge 
accolade and tremendous boost of 
morale for the entire Mitraland 
team, its chairman Datuk Johan 
Ariffin said the concept and design 
of 16 Quartz was simply inspired 
by the organic beauty of the quartz 
ridge and its forest reserves. 

"We knew that we wanted to 
preserve and enhance the natural 
surroundings as much as possible.

"To follow through on this idea, 
we also preserved most of the nat-
ural undulating topography by 
minimally cutting and filling the 
land. 

"Through 16 Quartz, we wanted 
to build homes that offer both sim-
plistic elegance and a holistic liv-
ing experience, and I truly believe 
that my team and I have managed 
to strike that intricate balance," he 
said.

Group chief executive officer 
Chuah Theong Yee added that the 
exclusive gated-and-guarded 
development located within the 
upscale neighbourhood of Taman 
Melawati, Selangor, was named 
after the 16km-long ridge.

"There are many winning fac-
tors to 16 Quartz.

"Apart from being right next to 
the Klang Gates Quartz Ridge, 
which was nominated as an 
Unesco World Heritage Site last 
year, connectivity to Kuala 
Lumpur city centre is a mere 20 
minutes via major highways.

"The area is also served by the 
Putra LRT Line at the Taman 
Melati and Wangsa Maju LRT sta-
tions," he said.

Chuah added that part of 16 
Quartz's charm was also its linear 
gardens, which won a Merit award 
at the Malaysia Landscape 
Architecture Awards.

"To further accentuate the 
importance of creating a serene 
enclave, 30% of the entire develop-
ment is covered with greenery. In 
comparison, the usual green allo-
cation is only 10%.

"This was achieved with a Green 
Deck, which hosts four thematic 
linear gardens, namely Spring 
Garden, Pebble Creek, Willow 
Creek and Summer Garden.

"The linear gardens, with a 
146m stream that meanders all the 
way to the clubhouse, acts as an 
extension of the living room as all 
villas open up rearwards on the 
second floor towards it. 

"Owners are greeted with beau-
tiful landscaped greenery as soon 
as they open their doors while 
children can play freely outdoors 
without the presence of any vehic-
ular traffic at this elevated podi-
um. 

"At the same time, car porches 
are ingenuously concealed 
beneath the elevated gardens so as 
not to obstruct views and thus, 
maximising the landscape areas 
and providing for the best use of 
the land parcel," he said.

Green efforts were amplified 
through various eco-friendly  
measures taken, such as water  
and energy efficient fittings, solar 

hot water and rainwater  
harvesting systems, to name a  
few.

"All units at 16 Quartz come with 
these green building features and 
because of this, the development 
has been awarded a Green 
Building Index (GBI) certificate," 
he added.

Recounting the journey towards 
achieving excellence, Johan said 
months of market research had  
to be carried out prior to the  
start of the project.

"Findings were thoroughly  
analysed and from there, we  
managed to gain an understanding 
and insight into what homeowners 
within the vicinity were looking 
for.

"16 Quartz's contemporary yet 
timeless architecture design and 
green concept were angled to  
optimise those points.

"Luckily for us, the team of  
professionals we hired were also 
very sensitive to latest design 
trends that would stand the test  
of time as well as sustainability 
efforts that will create better  
living experiences," he said.

Both Johan and Chuah, however, 
admitted that in wanting to  
come up with a development  
that was unique to its competitors, 
Mitraland did in fact stumble  
upon some road bumps. 

One challenge that particularly 
stood out to them was during  
the early stages of planning. 

Whereas Mitraland wanted  
to create covered carparks with  
a green deck built above it and 
extended living rooms that  
open out to the linear gardens, 
such design concepts are not  
common.

Thus, many hours were spent  
on presenting the company's 
vision and answering the queries 

of the Ampang Jaya Municipal 
Council. It had taken a lot of con-
vincing before the council and 
other authorities finally gave  
its approval.

"Seeing that 16 Quartz yielded 
such amazing results in the end, I 
must say that all the extra work 
was definitely worth it," added 
Johan.

On Mitraland's fine performance 
at the FIABCI World Prix d' 
Excellence Awards 2018,  
Johan said: "Winning the FIABCI 
Malaysia Property Awards last 
year was already an incredible 
feeling but now, learning that our 

development came up tops at the 
international stage makes me 
incredibly proud of my team." 

"These days, property awards 
are saturating the market but not 
many are as established or  
follow a stringent judging process 
like the International Real Estate 
Foundation (FIABCI).

"Therefore, developments that 
emerge as winners of this award 
are considered to be exceptional 
projects.

"For us, this FIABCI World Gold 
Award is as good as securing a 
mark of excellence and will  
further strengthen Mitraland's 

brand image while reinforcing  
our credibility amongst the 
Malaysian public.

“Not to mention, it will also 
enhance the value of this property 
and benefit its inhabitants through 
capital appreciation. 

"We have achieved amazing 
milestones in our 20-year career 
but with so much more yet to be 
accomplished, I am excited to see 
what is in store for Mitraland's 
future," he added.

Log on to www.mitraland.com.
my for more details on 16 Quartz, 
Melawati and other projects by the 
Mitraland Group.

The entrance of 16 Quartz by Mitraland Group. The project strikes a balance of simplistic elegance and holistic living.

Wading pool and playground

The living room of 16 Quartz The project’s Clubhouse

Part of 16 Quartz’s charm are its linear gardens. 

Inspiring beauty of the quartz
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Green industrial hub of tomorrow

ECO World Development Group 
Bhd does not let its young status         
in the property market define its 
ability.

Instead, it has forged ahead to 
build Eco Business Park 1 — 
Malaysia's only eco-industrial park 
to date — and thereby pioneering 
the revolution of the country's 
industrial development landscape. 

Recognising EcoWorld's foresight 
and visionary effort, the 
International Real Estate 
Federation (FIABCI) has named  
Eco Business Park 1 as World Gold     
winner in the Industrial Category 
of the FIABCI World Prix d'Excel-
lence Awards 2018. 

EcoWorld president and chief 
executive officer Dato Chang Khim 
Wah describes the project with         
a gross development value of 
RM3.79bil as an industrial hub of 
tomorrow.

Chang added that Eco Business 
Park 1 was born out of anticipation 
of the global trend towards green 
developments.

“At face value, it is an industrial 
development situated on a 247.6ha 
site in Iskandar Malaysia. 
However, there is much more than 
meets the eye," he said.

Eco Business Park 1, said Chang, 
is a self-contained integrated 
eco-industrial park offering all the 
essential features to cater to most 
business types within a clean, 
green and sustainable setting.

“The development is designed         
to enable businesses, be they  
manufacturing, warehousing, 
retail, logistics or information   
technology, to reduce their costs 
and increase competitiveness        
and productivity while improving 
sustainability and environmental 
performance. 

“Apart from using an innovative 
flexi-space concept, the entire 
development is geared towards 
being environment-friendly with a 
number of passive green features 
to help achieve low-carbon  
footprints. 

“For example, the buildings  
have a north-south orientation, 
high ceilings, cross-ventilation,  
natural lighting, rainwater  
harvesting systems as well as green 
lungs to reduce heat,” he added. 

In terms of infrastructure, Chang 
said the development was 
equipped with a centralised lorry 
depot, workers' dormitories, event 
area, outdoor gym and park,           
jogging track, cycling path and 
ample greenery. 

All these in addition to being 
equipped with superior security 
features such as an advanced         
visitor management system that        
is complemented by 24-hour  
monitoring with a top-of-the-line 
CCTV network, well-trained  
security guards, and on and off-site 
auxiliary police.

“Looking ahead, allowances for 
the long-term viability of our  
customers were also made at the     
planning stages itself.

“A good example is the business 
incubators housed at the sales  
gallery and event area at the 
entrance of the project designed       
to provide owners with space              
to conduct and promote their              
businesses while their factories are 
still under construction. 

“They can use these incubators 
for free to conduct meetings with 
the authorities, suppliers and 
recruitment agencies before they 
move into their factories. 

“Similarly, they can use the  
event area to hold large-scale           
promotions,” he said.

In the long term, the business 
incubators and event area will 
serve as a centre for sustainability 

as they would be used for  
eco-industrial networking to           
organise by-product exchanges as 
well as to share logistics, human 
resource recruitment, marketing 
efforts and more, Chang added.

“With its unique positioning         
as the only eco-industrial park in 
Malaysia and proximity to 
Iskandar Malaysia, Eco Business 
Park 1 has already drawn  
commitments from a number of 
industries, in particular those 
with stringent environmental 
requirements or green corporate 
policies.

“I think its immediate success 
has also made an impression on 
other developers as they have 
taken note of the passive design 
features incorporated into the 
architecture such as natural        
ventilation, multiple shade features 
and LED lighting, which reduces 
the estimated energy needs of  
each factory by over 50%," he said. 

The road towards success was, 
however, not without challenges, 
said Chang.

“In order to protect the environ-
ment, earthworks were carried out 
in phases. 

“But to keep with this  
sustainable practice, our cost 
increased by 5% to 10% whereas 
the higher percentage of greens 
also decreases the efficiency of 
land.

“And so, to juggle the balance 

between profit and sustainable 
practices, we resorted to building 
according to the original topogra-
phy and contours of the site, which 
allowed us to minimise cutting and 
filling. 

“Even the buildings themselves 
were designed to complement the 
existing landscape.”

Chang said EcoWorld would  
continue to maintain a relationship 
with the community at Eco 
Business Park 1 even after it has 
fulfilled its commitment to build 
the full range of facilities and           
services expected of a green        

industrial park.
“EcoWorld Business Community 

is about establishing collaborative 
partnerships to achieve more effi-
cient resource use. 

“At Eco Business Park 1, this 
practice is facilitated not just 
through green and business  
policies but also via fortnightly 
meetings and workshops held at 
the business incubators, where the 
community can discuss strategies 
including green technology and 
business practices,” he assured.

Log on to www.ecoworld.my to 
find out more.

a business park built for tomorrow and beyond

ample greenery has been preserved at eco Business Park I.
eco Business Park 1 is an industrial hub with modern world-class facilities.

Outdoor facilities promote healthy lifestyles and interactions among the 
business community.
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a place to heal, rest and learn

WHERE does one turn to in times 
of sickness and disability?

Fortunately for the 6.8 million 
workers in Malaysia insured under 
the Social Security Organisation 
(Socso), hope has come  in the form 
of the Tun Razak Rehabilitation 
Centre – a 22ha holistic complex in 
Green City of Hang Tuah Jaya, 
Melaka.

The centre helps prepare  
workers with disabilities to  
gradually assimilate back into the 
workforce.

Touted as Southeast Asia's largest 
rehabilitation complex, it is a        
state-of-the-art centre offering      
comprehensive medical and  
vocational rehabilitation services.

In equal sense, the Tun Razak 
Rehabilitation Centre is an  
architectural marvel, which makes 
it well deserving of the coveted 
World Gold Award it won in the 
Purpose Built category at this 
year's FIABCI World Prix d'Excel-
lence Awards.

Socso chief executive officer 
Dato Sri Dr Mohammed Azman 
Aziz Mohammed said the centre, 
which is fully owned by Socso,           
an agency under the Human 
Resources Ministry, employed  
cutting-edge facilities and 
high-tech equipment to help 
insured workers with injuries and 
diseases return to work and to be 
socially integrated.

Most medical rehabilitation  
facilities and vocational training 
centres are described as depressing 
places with an atmosphere of 
despair and anxiety but not the 

Tun Razak Rehabilitation Centre.
It is very different, imbued with 

a resort-like environment amid          
a beautiful landscape and lush 
greenery.

"It was designed and built to 
exude a sense of calmness and       
to remove the stigma associated 
with rehabilitation in the hope      
of expediting the healing process.”

According to Mohammed 
Azman, the centre architecturally 
translates the salutogenic and 
biopsychosocial rehabilitation         
process called 'Journey to Healing', 
which comprises the four stages         
of 'Hope, Heal, Rest and Learn',   
into clusters of buildings that  
are sequentially arranged by         
function. 

"These buildings are easily  

accessible by pedestrians, wheel-
chairs and electric buggies through 
the 'Primary Spine', a 3.35m-wide 
pathway," he explained.

A patient's journey to healing 
begins at the Administration Block 
where one is greeted by a U-shaped 
building with a soaring porte-
cochere, designed to instil           
confidence and impart 'Hope'.

"They then proceed through the 
primary spine to the 'Heal' stage 
at the Medical Rehabilitation Block, 
which is built in the image of a 
'healing hand' with the wards and 
clinics as well as work hardening, 
industrial rehab, and prosthetics 
and orthotics centre forming the 
'palm' and the therapy blocks  
as the 'five fingers' representing 
the sensory centre, aquatic centre, 

gymnasium, physiotherapy and 
occupational therapy centre. 

"Each patient benefits from 
treatments that cover the entire 
end-to-end spectrum of service 
from doctors and other rehabilita-
tion professionals.

"All services are supervised and 
enhanced by high quality medical 
rehabilitation equipment in robotic 
therapy and industrial rehab  
training to achieve maximum 
recovery," said Mohammed Azman. 

Located between the 'five          
fingers' and 'palm' is a peaceful 
and soothing sanctuary garden. 

It features an eye-catching         
colourful wall comprising old-style 
Nyonya tiles and steel roof 
designed like a handheld folding 
fan that serves as a wind tunnel.

"The "Rest" stage provides a   
comfortable stay for patients at         
the hostel block with a total of 150 
rooms and 300 beds, in addition to 
50 beds at the wards. 

"As part of the spiritual healing 
for the Muslims, a Musolla is built 
opposite the hostel block whereas 
for non-Muslims, there is a 
spiritual or quiet room located in 
the hostels," he added.

The final phase of the  
rehabilitation journey is located at 
the Vocational Block. 

This is where patients learn new 
skills in an environment that  
simulates real-working conditions 
in order to help them return to 
work.

"Following medical  
rehabilitation, patients undergo 
vocational rehabilitation to gain 

additional skills according to their 
needs and condition so they  
may find suitable employment 
thereafter. 

"The vocational modules offered 
include sewing, hospitality,  
electrical and electronics, graphic 
design and basic computer skills," 
Mohammed Azman said. 

As an example, the sewing  
module prepares patients to  
construct, mend and alter  
garments and other textile items 
whereas in the graphic design 
module, patients learn how to        
create basic designs using  
computer software for the printing 
of advertising and marketing  
materials. 

Patients can learn customer  
service, communications and 
housekeeping skills under the  
hospitality module whereas  
electrical and electronics skills 
taught to patients include  
maintenance, troubleshooting,         
fitting, testing and repairing of 
equipment such as mobile phones.

"Since opening on Oct 1, 2014, 
the centre has helped more than 
2,500 workers regain a second 
chance in life post accident or        
tragedy.

"By healing patients physically 
and psychologically as well as 
equipping them with skills to rejoin 
the workforce and be socially  
integrated, Socso Tun Razak 
Rehabilitation Centre is leading 
Asia onto a new path," said 
Mohammed Azman.

For more details, log on to 
https://rehab.perkeso.gov.my.

The soothing sanctuary garden provides peace and rest.

The U-shaped administration Block greets patients at the start of their time 
at the centre. (Left pic) apart from receiving rehabilitation and treatment, 
patients gather together for social integration activities.

More than 
2,500  
patients have  
completed a 
Journey of 
Healing at the 
Tun Razak 
Rehabilitation 
Centre in Green 
City of Hang 
Tuah Jaya in 
Melaka.
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From barren land to eco-friendly resort
MANGALA Resort & Spa in Pahang 
has been named the World Gold 
winner in the Environmental 
(Rehabilitation/Conservation) 
Category of the FIABCI World Prix 
d'Excellence Awards 2018, making 
it the only eco-leisure resort and 
development project in the country 
to ever do so.

Farm Resort (Gambang) Sdn Bhd 
managing director Dato Franky 
Chua, the driving force behind the 
effort, said its maiden win at the 
prestigious awards had been com-
pletely unexpected.

“Nevertheless, the commenda-
tion by the International Real 
Estate Federation is a reward and 
motivation for us to soldier on with 
our efforts. This project had 
required a great amount of pas-
sion, determination and financial 
resources,” he said.

Looking at the tropical oasis that 
is now Mangala, which means 
'well-being' in Sanskrit, it is hard to 
imagine all of it as just barren land 
once upon a time.

“When we acquired the 161.8ha 
piece of land in 2002, it was heavily 
degraded and its soil composition 
was permanently changed due to 
30 to 40 years of tin and sand min-
ing activities.

“There was nothing but gullies, 
ponds and small lakes. Almost 80% 
of the land was covered in clay 
with no topsoil, little sand and 
hardly any vegetation left. 

“There were obstacles in every 
aspect of rehabilitating the land. It 
was a continuous 15 years of hard-
work and dedication to recreate 
the green environment that we see 
today and to bring back the wild-
life,” he said.

Describing it as a personal hom-
age by him and his team to Mother 
Nature, Chua said they were deter-
mined not to let the land go to 
waste.

“We brought empty fruit bunch-
es from nearby palm oil mills to 
the site and allowed them to decay 
slowly in order to create a topsoil 
while simultaneously planting oil 
palm trees with the intention of 
fertilising the land. 

“We chose hardy plants such as 
palm and coconut trees due to 
their root configurations which 
deem them suitable for planting, 
given the barren condition of the 
land. 

“The surrounding soil was fur-
ther optimised through the decom-
position of more organic compo-

nents such as empty fruit bunches, 
palm kernel shells, as well as the 
trunk of the plants and leaves, 
which resulted in a thick layer of 
humus that greatly fertilised the 
land and allowed the planting of 
different trees,” he said.

Organic fertilisers, he said, were 
also used to reduce the acidity of 
soil.

“Then, various tree species, 
including local jungle trees such as 
the salam, kelumpang burung, 
bruas and keriat, were sourced 
from the Forestry Department, the 
peninsular Malaysia Wildlife and 
National Parks Department as well 
as private nurseries and planted 
on site to attract birds.

“So far, we have seen as many as 
80 different species of birds such as 
hornbills, wild magpies and the 
pink-necked green pigeon — some 
of them rare migratory birds that 
were not sighted previously.

“It was the same with the wild-
life. We began seeing many of 

them including river otters and 
wild boars,” he said.

Chua added that the work to 
rehabilitate the land did not stop at 
there.

“We also had to fill up the gullies 
and small ponds,” he said.

“To prevent river erosion, we 
realigned the proper flow of 
streams and mitigate excess water 
flow. 

“There was also the obstacle of 
maintaining water levels during 
dry spells and the monsoon season. 
To control the water levels of lakes 
and wetland areas, water gates 
were placed in different areas,” he 
said.

Compared to the sight that greet-
ed Chua when he first stepped foot 
on the piece of land more than a 
decade ago, visitors to the Mangala 
Resort and Spa are welcomed to a 
stunning tropical paradise. 

“Despite having ample land, only 
25ha is reserved for the develop-
ment of the resort. 

“Embedded in the oil palm estate 
and surrounded by rivers, lakes 
and hillside, hidden away from the 
hustle and bustle of everyday life, 
are a special bungalow, wetland 
cottages, water villas, forest villas, 
and a clubhouse and spa complex,” 
he said.

Coming soon are more orchard 
villas and family villas.

“Initially when we bought the 
land, the plan was to build a pri-
vate bungalow and to recreate a 
piece of my childhood environ-
ment in the 60s and 70s, every-
where at the time was green and 
beautiful. It was supposed to be my 
retirement home. 

“As rehabilitation efforts pro-
gressed, I found myself thinking 
this place could be so much more 
than what I had intended for it to 
be. 

“I felt compelled to share its 
beauty and tranquility with others, 
and so began many years of gruel-
ling hardwork. But then, nature is 

rewarding when tender loving care 
is given,” Chua said.

“Hopefully, our story can  
serve as a motivation for others  
to adopt similar rehabilitative  
projects. 

“We hope to encourage corpo-
rate companies with a ferocious 
commitment to sustainability to 
visit the resort for team building 
activities and others.

“The large expanse of land 
allows us to tailor-make activities 
to suit everyone’s needs. Moreover, 
there are a total of 65 villas, a pri-
vate bungalow, a ballroom and 
meeting rooms to accommodate 
large crowds. 

“In this case, more people will  
be made aware about this large-
scale sustainability project and  
we hope to inspire those with  
similar passions to pursue  
projects centred on sustainability,” 
he added.

For details, visit www.man-
galaresortandspa.com.

a prime spot for avid birdwatchers.

sunset view of Mangala Resort’s surroundings.

Guests enjoying breakfast in Jala Villa overlooking the rehabilitated lake.
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Making its mark across the Causeway

HIJAUAN on Cavenagh by SDB Asia 
Pte Ltd, a wholly owned subsidiary 
of Selangor Dredging Berhad (SDB), 
has won the World Silver Award in 
the Residential (Mid Rise) category 
of the FIABCI World Prix d'Excel-
lence Awards 2018.

Given SDB's reputation as an 
award-winning developer and also 
the many outstanding features of 
Hijauan on Cavenagh, the latest 
award from the International Real 
Estate Federation (FIABCI) comes 
at no surprise.

First and foremost, the 41 hand-
crafted apartment units are located 
in District 9, one of Singapore's 
most sought after addresses, and is 
adjacent to the grounds of The 
Istana, the president's official resi-
dence.

Yet just a short walk away from 
the coveted green lung and tree-
lined road that is Cavenagh Road, 
is the shopping belt of Orchard 
Road, which together with the 
Somerset MRT station are easily 
accessible via a pedestrian link 
bridge located right next to the 
development. 

SDB managing director Teh Lip 
Kim said beyond the usual techno-
logical responses to green living, 
Hijauan on Cavenagh, consisting of 
two blocks of six-storey apart-
ments, was all about living up to its 
name, which means “greenery” in 
the Malay language.

“The development was designed 
as a retreat, one where residents 
are still able to enjoy superb views 
of the surrounding greens while 
being in the heart of the city.  

“A very special feature of 
Hijauan on Cavenagh is its 325sqm 
private garden, which we have 
managed to create despite the 
development's small land space of 
only 1,839sqm.

“With its green walls, tall shady 
trees and flowering beds, the gar-
den is a rarity in Singapore and 
provides a much appreciated green 
sanctuary for its residents,” said 
Teh, adding that all units there 
were designed with balconies so 
that residents could enjoy the view.

To further create calmness to the 
area, a swimming pool is at the 
centre of the development.

“We also commissioned art  
pieces by British artist David 
Hiscock to enhance the beauty of 
the development and its surround-
ings, with one placed at the front of 
the building and another at the 
wall facing the swimming pool,” 
she said.

Like all other SDB homes, the 
internal unit of Hijauan on 
Cavenagh benefits from efficient 
spatial planning. 

“This means that all homes are 
designed to make use of space, so 
there are no wasted areas in the 
home. 

“The finishes of the units are 
also of high quality, befitting the 
luxury feel of the development,” 
said Teh. 

The units, ranging from 48.3sqm 
to 167.2sqm, are designed with full 
height sliding doors or windows 
with wide glazing to promote and 
enhance natural lighting and venti-
lation — subsequently making the 
property more energy saving and 
sustainable. 

“All homes are also fully 
equipped with kitchen appliances 
for the convenience of its owners. 

“At the same time, all units  
come with a door with specially 
handcrafted copper plates also 
designed by David Hiscock. Thus, 
each home has a beautiful piece of 
art attached to it,” she said.

According to Teh, the planning 
and development of Hijauan on 
Cavenagh had been a meticulous 
process.

“There were several challenges 
and constraints in this develop-
ment, the most obvious being the 
small land space and sloping ter-
rain we had to work with.

“One of the things we did in 
order to save space and maximise 
spatial efficiency was to create a 
fully automatic mechanical car 
parking system.

“As for the slight sloping terrain 
of the site, we designed the devel-
opment to fit the contour of the 

land. This means that our ground 
floor units open up into the  
communal gardens or their very 
own private enclosed space,” she 
said.

Teh also revealed that given the 
close proximity of the site to the 
Istana, there were strict security 
guidelines in terms of height, ori-
entation and preservation of the 
surrounding green areas. 

“As it is adjacent to a busy vehic-
ular expressway, the Central 
Expressway (CTE), noise and air 
quality were also very real issues 
that had to be looked into.

“Not wanting it to affect the  
concept of a perfect retreat that 
was planned for, plants of various 
density and height were carefully 
selected by the landscape consult-
ant to minimise and reduce  

the noise. 
“The development was also 

designed to be mostly inward fac-
ing to the swimming pool so that 
external noises are further reduced 
to allow residents to enjoy the com-
mon facilities at the outdoor gar-
dens whereas acoustic consultants 
were also engaged to recommend 
methods to mitigate noise into the 
apartments,” she added. 

SDB's latest win at the FIABCI 
World Prix d'Excellence makes it 
the fifth for the company. 

“We are indeed delighted that 
Hijauan on Cavenagh has won the 
World Silver Award in this year's 
FIABCI World Prix d'Excellence 
Awards.

“We are proud to have made our 
mark across the Causeway. For 
sure, SDB will be working towards 

creating more award-winning 
developments both in Malaysia 
and Singapore after this,” said Teh.

Having started out as a tin-min-
ing company and the first 
Malaysian company to operate a 
dredge, SDB has in the last 40 years 
diversified into other areas of busi-
ness including property develop-
ment.

SDB's many developments, 
namely Park Seven (KLCC), 20trees 
(Melawati), Dedaun (Ampang) and 
the River Rehabilitation project on 
Sungai Satu, adjacent to By The Sea 
(Batu Ferringhi, Penang), have over 
the years gained numerous local 
and international recognitions, 
proving its mettle as a leading 
property developer.  

To find out more, log on to www.
sdb.com.my.

Hijauan on Cavenagh comprises 41 exclusive 
residential units located in the prime and 
green tree-lined Cavenagh Road.

Planned to 
carefully blend 
with the lush 
surroundings, 
Hijauan on 
Cavenagh was 
designed with 
subtle elements 
of art and  
water features 
incorporated  
to beautify  
the building.
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rewarding developers  
for world-class projects

THROUGHOUT 27 years, FIABCI World  
Prix d’Excellence Awards has been playing 
its role to nurture, and promote growth  
in the real estate industry, apart from  
inspiring various developers from all  
around the world to develop outstanding 
projects. 

This year, it is such a pleasure to see that 
the number of participating projects had 
increased from 54 projects last year to 69 
projects this year. 

The FIABCI World Prix d’Excellence, 
organised by the International Real  
Estate Federation (FIABCI) is a world  
property award that recognises projects  
that best embody excellence in all real estate 
disciplines involved in its creation. 

It illustrates concretely the FIABCI ideal of 
providing society with the optimal solution 
to its property needed, and this year, the  
award has been organised for a quarter  
of a century. 

The award is judged in two tiers, first by 
Judges and then by Oversight Panel;  
members of both tiers are top real estate 
professionals and experts from all around 
the world. 

The FIABCI World Prix d’Excellence 
Awards reward overall merit and not just 
aesthetics, functionality or size; it therefore 
represents an outstanding achievement,  
like what FIABCI World president, Farook 
Mahmood said, it creates both efficiency and 
a higher quality of life; our society, indeed 

our entire world, benefits from such insight-
ful entrepreneurial endeavours.’

The Awards categories have been 
increased from four in the initial years to  
14 categories today as a resemblance of the 
growth of the industry. 

The criteria of the judging has been 
reviewed and revised to reflect the salient 
points of the category. 

The weightage of the marks allocated to 
each criterion indicates the importance of 
the criteria to the category.

Professor Chen Ming Cheu, president of 
FIABCI World Prix d’Excellence Awards 2018 

is proud that many property developers are 
using the Awards criteria as their project 
planning and implementation benchmark, 
hence he is determined to defend the 
Awards’ quality and independency.

“Many developers are using the Awards 
criteria as their project planning and imple-
mentation benchmark.”

He further explained that the Awards 
which had been organised since 1992, has 
been recognising the excellent real estate 
projects that make a better place to work, 
live and play through the use of its creations, 
therefore making the world Awards  

most sought after and prestigious in the 
industry. 

Chen is confident that the Awards  
committee members are playing their own 
roles to keep moving forward. 

Evidently, the total participation this year 
has increased by 25%.

When asked about the challenges in 
organising the Awards, Ir. Yeow Thit Sang, 
Advisor cum Past President of FIABCI World 
Prix d’Excellence Awards said that the  
invitation to Judges is the most difficult part. 

“As to avoid biasness in judging, all Judges 
must abstain himself from judging the entire 
category should there be a project of his 
country participating in the category.”

Taking into consideration of the number 
of entries and the number of Judges and 
their preferred categories, the Awards 
Secretariat will manage the process with the 
goal to have more or less equal number of 
Judges in each category and get as many 
Judges score for each category as possible, 
said Dr Yu Kee Su, the Secretary to the 
Awards Secretariat.

He further explained, the Oversight Panel 
are experienced Judges appointed by the 
World President with the recommendation 
from the World Prix d’Excellence Committee.

Their first role is to act as Judges to judge 
the assigned categories and projects. 

Second Role is to study the top five  
projects of all categories and prepare for the 
Oversight Panel Meeting.

FIaBCI World president Farook Mahmood  
(left) and Professor Chen Ming Cheu (right), 
president of FIaBCI World Prix d’excellence 
awards 2018.

FIABCI World Prix d’Excellence Awards 2018

WOrLD GOLD WINNErS
affordable Housing Category
– seri Kasturi apartment, selangor, Malaysia

Environmental (rehabilitation/ 
Conservation) Category 
– Mangala Resort & spa, Pahang, Malaysia

Environmental (rehabilitation/
Conservation) Category 
– yen so sewage Treatment Plant and 
    yen so Park, Hanoi, Vietnam

Heritage (restoration/ 
ConservationCategory) 
– engine House, Harbin, China

Hotel Category 
– Oasis Hotel downtown, singapore

Industrial Category 
– eco Business Park 1, Johor, Malaysia

Master Plan Category 
– setia eco Glades, Cyberjaya, Malaysia

Office Category 
– evolution Tower, Moscow, Russia

Public Infrastructure/ amenities
Category 
– national Taichung Theater, Taichung,
    Taiwan

Purpose Built Category 
– sOCsO Tun Razak Rehabilitation  Centre, Malacca,
    Malaysia

residential (High rise) Category 
– Gramercy Park, singapore

residential (Mid rise) Category 
– Leedon Residence, singapore

residential (Low rise) Category
– 16 Quartz, selangor, Malaysia

Sustainable Development Category 
– eco sanctuary, singapore

WOrLD SILVEr WINNErS
Heritage (restoration/ Conservation 
Category) 
– Hotel Moments, Budapest, Hungary

Hotel Category 
– Hyatt Regency sochi 5*, sochi, Russia

Industrial Category 
– Primax singapore

Master Plan Category
– Bonarka Project, Krakow, Poland

Master Plan Category
– Orchard Park, Batam, Indonesia

Office Category 
– eZ Towers a, sao Paulo, Brazil

Office Category 
– nokia skypark, Budapest, Hungary

Public Infrastructure/ amenities Category 
– sanxia Beida Community Centre for all ages,  
    new Taipei City, Taiwan

residential (High rise) Category 
– aXIs, Frankfurt, Germany

residential (Mid rise) Category 
– equanimity Residence (Chinigshini Lien-yun), Taipei,
    Taiwan

residential (Mid rise) Category 
– Hijauan On Cavenagh, singapore

residential (Low rise) Category
– Luxus Hills Phase 6 & 7, singapore

Sustainable Development Category
– Haleola’ili’ainapono (a Living Building
    Challenge Project) Hawaii, Usa
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